Herbert Rowse Armstrong.

Statement by the Prisoner

and as I did so the globe came off and fell, which caused it to
break. Mr. Martin left about 6 p.m., and drove home in his
own car. All the food which Martin consumed was prepared by
Miss Pearce, and was waiting for us when we entered the drawing-
room; and either she and [or] the maid brought the tea and hot
water in when we had taken our seats. Miss Pearce had previously
asked if the food (which was subsequently placed on the table)
would be satisfactory, and I had said " Yes." The following
morning I went to Mr. Martin's office to get various documents
relating to Captain Hope's sale, which was to be completed on the
2nd November. It was a big property sale in which he was act-
ing for several purchasers. I was told that Mr. by one of his
clerks (I cannot remember which) that he had been taken ill. I
think now that it was Preene, as I have a recollection of him
saying that Dr. Hincks had been called and had aaid that he
thought Mr. Martin was suffering from jaundice. Mr. Martin's
illness was causing great inconvenience, as the completions wore
feed for the following Wednesday, and there was a great deal to be
done. I sent a message to Mr. Martin by one of his clerks (I do
not remember which), and said that if I could aswiat in any pos-
sible way and he would authorise his clerks that T would carry the
matter through if he were not well enough. The next; t.hing that
I remember was that, as he was not down at his office on Saturday,
I called at his house on the Sunday morning after church. I
saw Mrs. Martin, and she told me that he had been very flick, but
was better, and would be down at his office on Monday. Tt1, was
not necessary for Mr. Martin to accept my offer of asfliwtanco, as
he was able to attend his office and carry through the completions
by the stated date. After Mr. Martin's illness he told ma that he
had been very sick, and that he had had a thorough clean out.
Prior to his illness I had chaffed him about his practice of motor-
ing to and from his office, saying that i"f he did not take walking
exercise he would be ill. I always walk to my office, not posfloflfiing
a car. I am continually meeting Mr. Martin professionally, and
he and his wife have a standing dinner invitation to my house
when a date can be fixed. The first time I purchased arsenic -was
in 1914. / think I have got the receipt in my yartfvn book,
At this time I came across a recipe for weed-killer* consisting of

i purchased
soda from Mr. Davies, chemist, of Hay, and signed tjje hook.
remember him telling me that the arsenic had to be miTrecl with
charcoal, and he mixed it accordingly. I made the weed-killer at
my house by boiling the caustic soda and arsenic in an old petrol
tin. I think I put in all I purchased. It might have been in
tfce proportion of equal parts of each, but I do not remember. T
think Miss Pearce will remember the preparation. It was all
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